The apple pie tour
Tammy Allen; Judy Bauman

Teaching PreK - 8; Feb 1998; 28, 5; Education Module

pg. 50

The Apple Pie Tour

A travel unit that features all the ingredients of an apple pie —
and a lot of different countries, too

70 meet the
wide range of
developmental
levels and abili-
ties in our class-
room, we
needed a unit
that was flexible
in both content
and time.»
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BY TAMMY ALLEN AND JUDY BAUMAN

hallenged by the need for multi-
cultural activities in our class-
room, we developed a travel unit
based on How to Make an Apple
Pie and See the World by Marjorie Priceman
(Random, 1996), a book that takes a child to
various countries to get the ingredients
for an apple pie. Our integrated unit
focused on geography, language
arts, math, various cultures
and modes of

transportation.
To meet the
wide range of

developmental lev-
els and abilities in
our classroom, we
needed a unit that
was flexible in both
content and time. The
class devoted one
week to learning about
each country men-
tioned in the book, with

activities periodically integrated throughout
the week. Our students were excited to have
the events occur throughout the week with
something special each day.

Local help. We received wonderful help from
the local community. For example, a depart-
ment store donated small dress boxes and
restaurants supplied menus and various
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mementos. While studying the money in each
country, a local bank kept us current on the
rates of exchange. Other valuable resources
were the library, parents of students, friends
and travel agencies. All in all, we spent less
than 10 dollars from our class budget

Preparations for the trip were almost as
exciting for the children as the adventure
itself. After reading the book to the class and
discussing what the trip would entail, each
child received a small dress box for a
 suitcase, complete
with a ribbon han-
dle. Luggage tags
were created from
an apple-shaped
note pad with
name and room
number.

Each child
wrote a list of
items he or she
% would need to
pack for the
trip and attached it inside
the suitcase. For a finishing touch, the stu-
dent created an original travel sticker repre-
sentative of the area being visited. These
travel stickers were attached to the outside of
the suitcase with a clear contact paper.

You cannot leave the country without a
passport, of course, so we created small, blue
paper booklets. Since real photos were too
expensive, each child drew and colored his or
her self-portrait on the first page. On the sec-
ond page was a form that students filled out
with personal information.

The remaining six pages were used for
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each new destination. Each country’s name
was written across the top of a page; beneath
was a stamp or a sticker that validated our
visit. We got creative by using stamps or
stickers representing plants, animals, litera-
ture or authors from the countries. Our visit to
the countries included a study of the people,
their culture, currency and cuisine. Travel
posters displayed around the room depicted
famous landmarks and tourist attractions.
Books about each country were made avail-
able for children to read. Our classroom
tourists were also treated to memorabilia
from different members of the school commu-
nity. Children made all the souvenirs during
their journey and stored them in their suit-
case as they traveled.

First stop. We were ready to embark! Our
first stop was Italy for wheat. We made a
travel brochure by folding and stapling three
sheets of white paper. On the front cover, chil-
dren drew a gondola and wrote the word Italy
across the bottom; on the back cover, they
drew the Leaning Tower of Pisa. The
brochure featured the following:

* A map of Italy drawn by students and
labeled with the capital, the mountains, the
main rivers, and the surrounding bodies of
water.

* A simple Italian flag, which made a great
geometry lesson about rectangles.

* A chart listing the Roman and Arabic
numerals and the Italian words for count-
ing to 10.

* A simple graph showing the rate of
exchange between the lira and the dollar.

* A page of pasta names and shapes.

During our stay in France (to pick out a
chicken for eggs), everyone purchased a post-
card and a T-shirt. The front of the shirt was
decorated with drawings of cheese, the French
flag, the Eiffel Tower and the Are de Triomphe.

Off to Sri Lanka to get cinnamon. Here, we
pampered our sense of smell with a cinnamon
stick and ground cinnamon in a plastic bag to
take home. Also, a sample of cinnamon candy
spiced up our tastebuds and a construction
paper palm tree joined our luggage collage.
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Milk was needed from a cow in England
and it was here everyone learned about Big
Ben. Our travel stickers were made to look
like the famous clock. A souvenir magnet in
the likeness of the British flag was made from
a salt-and-flour dough. After air drying, the
children used blue and red markers to deco-
rated their flag. Finally, magnetic strips were
attached to the back with a glue gun.

In sunny Jamaica, where we stopped for
sugar cane, we needed construction paper
visors to protect our eyes. Each child was
given a photocopy on white paper of a large
crescent shape. Our tourists decorated their
visors by either gluing on brightly colored
fruit and flowers cut from seed catalogs or by
drawing a lovely island scene, complete with
sunset. Once these were laminated, yarn ties
were attached to hold them securely while
being worn. The suitcases were now sporting
brightly colored, smiling bananas.

Our final destination landed us in Vermont,
where we bought apples and dashed home to
make our pie. This time our suitcase label was
an apple. Everyone had a wonderful time and
learned many things about their world.

The book includes a recipe and having col-
lected all the ingredients on our trip (donated
by parents) we prepared, baked and ate apple
pie. Some children asked for pie a-la-mode.
Oh...pie a-la-mode? Now it’s off to Madagas-
car for vanilla beans! ¥

fMULTICULTURAL 1

Although this unit
took place in a pri-
mary, multi-age
classroom (six- to
eight-year-olds), it
can be adapted for
any grade level in
a K-5 setting sim-
ply by adjusting
the depth and
scope of each
curricular area
included.

The time spent
on this travel
adventure can be
adjusted, too.
Instead of integrat-
ing the activities
throughout the
week, they could
also be done one
day a week for the
entire day.

WEB OF CULTURE

ABC INTERACTIVE ATLAS: WORLD CULTURES

detailed information.

AWESOME LIBRARY. MULTICULTURAL

dozens of web links.

http://www.worldculture.com/index.html Comprehensive site rich
with world culture resources. Included are country capitals, world cur-
rency, foreign language on-line dictionaries, country e-mail contacts,
cuisine, headline news, and embassies. A monthly contest tests cultural
knowledge as students travel to five nations to research questions.

http://webapp.abcnews.com/countrysearch/countrysearch3.asp
Compare world cultures by category, or go directly to a country for

http://www.neat-schoolhouse.org/Classroom/Social_Studies/Multi-
cultural/Multicultural.html Wonderful resources for multicultural
lessons, projects, and research tools for cultural studies. Dozens and

INTERNET CONNECTIONS
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